
School Uniforms – 
School Expectations & Responsibilities 

 
Memo To Parents/Carers 

 
 

 
I sometimes get asked why the school does not take more responsibility for ensuring 
students wear sports uniform only on days when they have PE or Sport.  Let me clarify 
the school’s expectations and responsibilities in regards to uniform. 
 
The school expects every student to have a formal academic uniform and a sports 
uniform.  The school requires students to wear the formal uniform on particular 
occasions such as awards presentations, special liturgies, some excursions, photo day, 
visits to other schools (eg Year10 to St Francis Xavier’s College for Maths exam) and 
so.  We advise students in advance when we want every student in the formal uniform. 
 
The school expects that students wear their sports uniform only on days when they have 
PE or sport. 
 
The school takes very seriously its responsibility for checking that its two uniforms are 
being worn correctly.  Teachers regularly check student uniform and issue penalties to 
those students who are wearing their uniform incorrectly; that is, students who are 
wearing their formal uniform incorrectly and students who are wearing their sports 
uniform incorrectly (wrong socks, shoes, etc).  The school also conducts whole-school 
or whole Year group uniform checks every now and then.  Again, we check that those 
in formal uniform are wearing it correctly and that those in sports uniform are wearing 
it correctly.  When we do this we usually find a handful of students not doing the right 
thing, out of a student population of 1050. 
 
However, teachers do not usually check if students are wearing the correct uniform for 
the correct day; that is, that a student who is in sports uniform has PE or sport that day.  
Let me explain the impracticality of taking on such an enterprise. 
 
In Care Group each morning, teachers have 10 minutes to pray with their 25 or 26 
students, mark the roll, deal with leave notes, read the Daily Notices and deal with other 
student/school needs that may crop up from time to time.  Now, if I was going to ask 
teachers to check that each student was wearing the correct uniform for the day, they 
would then need to ask each student to produce their timetable, check that each 
student’s uniform matched their timetable and then issue penalties to those students 
wearing the wrong uniform for the day. 
 
This process would need to happen every day because the instant we stopped doing 
these checks, students would start wearing the wrong uniform.  So, on a permanent 
basis, I estimate I would need to add around 10 to 15 minutes to Care Group time.  
Where would that time come from?  Your child’s learning time is the answer!  Would 
we have every student in the correct uniform for the day?  Yes!  But at what cost and 
in the end for what reason?  This may have been a defensible use of time 30 years ago 
but not today.  Our Mission as a Catholic school is to ensure that your child receives an 
excellent Catholic education.  That requires them to have the maximum possible time 
involved in learning. 



So, how do we solve this issue?  It is very simple.  A child’s education should be a 
partnership between the parent and the school.  One aspect of that partnership is that 
the school should be able to expect that parents will assist the school in ensuring that 
the uniform expectations are met.  In regard to ensuring that a child wears the correct 
uniform in accordance with their timetable, each parent only has to check & deal with 
their own children.  Any parent who wishes to ensure that their child wears the correct 
uniform for the day, has the ability to check and enforce this very quickly.  This would 
greatly assist the school in ensuring that not only is the uniform that a child is wearing 
being worn correctly, but that it is indeed the appropriate uniform for the day.  The 
school cannot ensure the latter in any practical, justifiable way. 
 
I emphasize, when we check uniforms across the school without warning, we only ever 
find a handful of students wearing the uniform incorrectly.  Students wearing uniform 
incorrectly is not a major problem at St Pius. 
 
All students require an academic uniform and a sports uniform.  There are no 
exceptions. 
 
 
 
 
Robert Emery 
Principal 


