
 

Gifted Education at St Pius X High School: 

An Integrated Approach 

St Pius X High School is dedicated to implementing a whole-school, 
integrated approach to Gifted Education that is strongly aligned to the K-12 
Gifted Education Policy and Procedure documents, launched by the Catholic 
Schools Office in 2017. 

St Pius X High School’s approach to Gifted Education involves: 

• ensuring a cohesive approach to the identification of gifted students from primary school 
into secondary school, 

• a differentiated curriculum that utilises depth and complexity frameworks,  
• research-based practices, and  
• access to an extensive range of enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities designed to 

challenge gifted students in a range of domains. 

 

       Summary: St Pius X High School’s integrated approach to Gifted Education 

 

Whilst adhering to the direction provided by the Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Schools Office, our 
model is supported by decades of research into Gifted Education. By including elements from a 
range of curriculum models and research-based frameworks, the school has created an approach to 
Gifted Education that not only meets the needs of identified students but also allows teachers to 
develop targeted skills and promote deeper knowledge in the classroom. Students develop their 
own sense of ownership over their education by participating in a wide range of extra-curricular 
programming that appeals to their own passions and interests. 

Gifted Education at St Pius X High School is also supported by an allocated Gifted Education Mentor 
(GEM) teacher who oversees the professional development of teachers to ensure best practice. By 
providing regular training, the GEM supports teachers in their approach to differentiation and 
ensures that they have access to the latest research in Gifted Education.  

 

• In collaboration with feeder 
primary schools

• Utilising CogAT, PAT and NAPLAN 
data as well as individual 

recommendations
• In accordance with the CSO Gifted 

Education Policy 2017.

Identification

• Tailored educational 
environment for every 

student
• Program modification 

Differentiated Curriculum

• Caters for domains outside 
academic giftedness

• Student-driven ownership of 
learning

Enrichment & Extra-
Curricular 

Opportunities



 

Stage 1: Identification of Gifted Students at St Pius X High School 

The Catholic Schools Office subscribes to François Gagné’s Differentiating Model of Giftedness and 
Talent in recognising “that giftedness is a broad concept that encompasses a range of abilities: it also 
recognises that giftedness is only potential and must go through a transformative process in order to 
become a talent” (Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority, 2013). 

 

St Pius X High School works closely with our feeder primary schools to ensure that students who 
have been identified as gifted experience a sense of continuity in the transition between primary 
and high school. We have a strong network established between each of our feeder schools and 
Gifted Education Mentor (GEM) teachers collaborate regularly to discuss strategies and resources to 
ensure the needs of gifted students are being met across stage levels. 

Students who enrol at St Pius X from non-feeder schools will be investigated on an individual basis, 
as CogAT and PAT test scores may not be available. School based assessment results, student, parent 
and teacher nominations, as well as identification tools will be employed to assess potentially gifted 
students who may not have been identified through a feeder primary school. 

*** 

St Pius X High School has selected specific elements from research-based practices that ensure our 
gifted students’ social and emotional development is addressed in a supportive and inclusive 
community. Social and emotional programming is delivered to gifted students in both homogenous 
and heterogenous classrooms, in various large and small group settings, with staff who are 
supported and well-resourced with not only student data, but an expectation that all learning within 
the school be centred around students as individuals with complex learning needs. All staff in the 
school work collaboratively to ensure that the unique needs of gifted students are being met both in 
and out of the classroom. 



 

 
Catholic Schools Office, Maitland Newcastle Diocese (2017) K-12 Gifted Education Policy 

 



 

Stage 2: Catering for Gifted Students 

St Pius X High School has developed a research-based 
approach to catering for identified gifted students. Our 
framework incorporates VanTassell-Baska’s Integrated 
Curriculum Model (1987) or ICM, which allows for the 
needs of gifted students to be met in each class they 
attend using a range of differentiated strategies. 

The ICM provides students with a curriculum that allows 
them to engage with lessons through advanced content, 
thinking frameworks and a considered learning 
environment that encourages higher order thinking and       
creativeness, whilst ensuring rigorous learning products 
for all students. 

 

Within this model, St Pius X 
has selected a range of 
frameworks to ensure that 
teachers have access to 
quality, research-based 
strategies that ensure high 
quality learning is being 
presented to all students, 
whilst meeting the needs of 
gifted students in every class. 

 

Teachers receive regular and 
targeted professional 
development in the following 
differentiation frameworks: 
Maker Model (1982), Kaplan’s 
Depth and Complexity Model 
(1994), William’s Model 
(1993); as well as the 
utilisation of subject specific 
differentiation strategies that 
add rigour to the curriculum 
for all students. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St Pius X High School’s commitment to educating the whole child is reflected in our well-established 
pastoral program. For those identified as gifted, student wellbeing is overseen by a system of staff, 
including: 

- Care Class teachers, who meet with their ‘home’ group each morning, 
- Leaders of Wellbeing and Engagement, who accompany students throughout their years at 

St Pius X High School, 
- all classroom teachers, who are included in correspondence as required by individual 

circumstances, 
- the Gifted Education Mentor teacher and,  
- school counsellors. 

Whilst at the school, all students participate in targeted wellbeing sessions and both parents and 
students are provided with relevant resources on a regular basis. The nature of these wellbeing 
sessions has been firmly centred around a progressive program, with students in each year group 
receiving targeted workshops on concepts and skills that are most relevant and appropriate to their 
age group. 

                   

Pastoral progression: St Pius X High School’s approach to social and emotional wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growth from failure         
Acceptance of 

ambiguity       
Goal attainment            

Passion

Intrinsic motivation
Curiosity

Divergent thinking
Self-efficacy

Grit

Self-regulation
Self-esteem

Empathy

Cooperation
Respect

Self-Image
Responsibility



 

Stage 3: Enrichment and Extra-Curricular Opportunities 

Beyond the scope of a high quality, differentiated curriculum, St Pius X High School offers a range of 
enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities for students to participate in based on their strengths 
and interests. The variety of enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities the school provides is 
founded in research, with Christison (2013) stating that  

(s)tudents who participate in extracurricular activities have greater 
academic success, greater character development, especially in the areas of 
time-management and leadership skills, more positive social development, 
and greater interest in community involvement… (and) students who 
participate frequently in extracurricular activities tend to have higher 
grades, better test scores, and more positive educational experiences in 
general.  

For gifted students at St Pius X, these options encourage students to access learning opportunities 
that are of particular interest to them or build on skills they wish to refine from the classroom. 
Additionally, these extra-curricular activities allow teachers at the school to provide enrichment for 
students whose gifts lie outside the academic domain of Gagne’s model. 

Some of the regular enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities provided for gifted students at St 
Pius X High School include: 

Representative 
Sporting Teams 

Private music and 
singing tuition 

Performance and 
music ensembles 

Australian 
Mathematics 
Competition 
 

HunterWiSE 
Mentoring for 
Women in STEM 

NSW Law Society 
Mock Trial 
Competition 

NSW Law Society 
Mock Mediation 
Competition 
 

Australian History 
Challenge 

Australian History 
Competition 

Simpson Prize 

STAEDTLER 
Secondary School 
Art Competition 
 

Write a Book in a 
Day Competition 

Australian 
Geography 
Competition 

ASX Sharemarket 
Game 

NSW Premier’s 
Reading Challenge 

Tournament of 
Minds Competition 

DramaFest Big Science 
Competition 

Science and 
Engineering 
Challenge 

National 
Songwriting 
Competition 
 

Writers Group Writer of the Month 
Competition 

Australian Science 
Competition 

ASPIRE Scriptwriting Public speaking & 
Debating 

 

Virtual Academy 

Whilst enrolled at a feeder primary school, students whose data places them in the ‘highly’ to 
‘profoundly’ gifted range may have been nominated to participate in the Virtual Academy. The 
Virtual Academy supports enrolled students in Stages 3 and 4 (scholastic year groups 5, 6, 7 and 8) 
who are working on extended or advanced curriculum outcomes. The Virtual Academy includes 
online, team and individual work, face-to-face and project-based learning with online mentoring 
support. 

The Virtual Academy provides students at St Pius X with an opportunity to extend their skills outside 
the regular curriculum. It assists with their organisation and independent learning skills and allows 
them to investigate topics of interest in an academically challenging environment. 

 

For further information regarding this approach, please see the Gifted Education Support Document. 
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